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CLIMATE ADAPTATION PLANS 
IN DENMARK



THE 
STRUCTURE 
OF THE PLAN

Flooding maps

Mapping of values

Designated action areas 

A risk map
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THE STRATEGY

DECARBONIFY
DECENTRALISE
DIGITALISATION



THE 
SOLUTION

With the introduction of the climate adaptation 
plans, it became mandatory to consider 
blue-green infrastructures

Where it is possible - manage the storm water 
on the surface rather than in pipes

Innovative urban spaces

Open impermeable surfaces

Multi purpose solutions 



HANS  TAVSENS  
PARK



NOT ONLY COPENHAGEN

AARHUS



THE
GOVERNANCE
98 municipalities in Denmark serve as water

authorities, responsible, for local water plans

and compliance

Decentralised sector – all wastewater utilities

are owned by municipalities

Utilities support municipalities in the

implementation of the climate adaptation plan

for 10-years storm water events for CS, and 5

years for separated systems

Climate change infrastructures for bigger

events are co-financed by municipalities and

utilities



WATER FOR 
SMART 

LIVABLE 
CITIES 

The presence of water increase biodiversity

Successful integration of urban canals, 

rivers, lakes and harbours, have a magnetic 

effect on people

Focus on full circularity and resources 

recovery 

Focus on efficiency and digitalisation
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