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Water Acquis: Before the WFD (1986 – 1999) 
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Water Acquis: After the WFD (2000 – 2019)  
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Water Acquis: After the Green Deal (Dec 2019) 
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EurEau - European Federation of National Associations of 
Water Services

38 national associations of drinking and 
wastewater operators (public and 
private sector)
33 European countries 

Our experts exchange knowledge 
We establish positions and 

We engage with EU policy makers (advocacy)

Council of the 
European Union

EU LAW

European 
Parliament

CO-LEGISLATORS

European 
Commission
(Legislative Initiative)



The power of collaboration

+ 200 European experts EurEau Secretariat
(Brussels)+

Executive 
Committee

General 
Assembly Committees Joint Working 

Groups
Ad hoc Task 

Forces

- Taxonomy
- PFAS

- WFD
- Pollutants
- Water reuse
- Innovation
- Energy & 

climate

- Drinking water
- Waste water
- Economic & 

legal affairs

MULTI-LEVEL ADVOCACY



Take away messages

If you want to influence the EU legislation/policy you 
have to be part of the process

Completely different legislative 
framework – need expertise

EU policy making is an open 
process – need proactive 

approach

COLLABORATION



Glossary

BWD: Bathing Water Directive IED: Industrial Emissions Directive RED: Renewable Energy Directive

CC Adapt Str: Climate Change Adaptation 
Strategy Microplastics L: microplastics legislation RoHS D: Restriction of Hazardous Substances 

Directive

CERD: Critical Entities Resilience Directive MR: Mercury Regulation SML: Soil Monitoring Law

CLP R: Regulation on classification, labelling 
and packaging of substances and mixtures MSFD: Marine Strategy Framework Directive SSD: Sewage Sludge Directive

DR: Detergents Regulation ND: Nitrates Directive SUD: Sustainable Use of Pesticides Directive
DWD: Drinking Water Directive NIS2D: Cibersecurity Directive TR: Taxonomy Regulation
EED: Energy Efficiency Directive PFAS rest: PFAS Restriction Tyres L: Tyres legislation

ELD: Environmental Liability Directive Pharma Leg: Pharmaceuticals legislation UWWTD: Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive

EQSD: environmental quality standard Directive PPP: Regulation on the sustainable use of plant 
protection products WasteFD: Waste Framework Directive

ETS D: Emissions Trading System Directive PSD: Priority Substances Directive WFD: Water Framework Directive

FD: Floods Directive
REACH Regulation: Regulation on the 
registration, evaluation, authorisation and 
restriction of chemicals

WRR: Water Reuse Regulation

GWD: Groundwater Directive



Grazie per l’attentzione!

Gari Villa-Landa
EurEau, Senior Water Policy Advisor

gari.villa-landa@eureau.org
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